VHI.   DECISIVE ATTACKS LAUNCHED

BETWEEN June 6 and October 20, *44, the United Nations
launched decisive attacks against both Germany and Japan. By the
end of that period in the German theater the German border had
been victoriously crossed in both east and west. In the east all the
German satellites except Hungary had fallen away, and the end,
however distant in time, was obviously in sight In the Japanese
theater the conquest of the Philippines, strategically the core of
Japan's southern conquests, had been begun, and the little men
from Nippon could hardly hope to reverse the tide which was flow-
ing strongly against them.

In the west in the opening days of June, '44, the German terri-
torial position was what it had been for nearly four years. In the
east, however, and to some extent in the south, that position had
been appreciably amputated by the preliminary offensives consid-
ered in the last chapter. Whereas in November, '42, the European
Axis had held a triangle of land about 2,000 miles on a side, by
June, '44, the southern base of that triangle had been reduced to
about 1,400 miles by the lopping off of its eastern part, together with
an irregular strip of land stretching northward from the Caucasus
and the Black Sea to the Arctic Ocean. On the southern side, al-
though the Balkans, Crete, Rhodes, and the other Aegean islands
were still held, southern Italy had been lost, while the United Na-
tions' possession of Corsica was a threat to the neighboring coasts of
Italy and France.

In the west, England constituted a far greater threat of invasion
than Corsica. The Americans and English made no secret of their
intention to attempt a decisive stroke across the Channel Indeed,
the freedom of movement conferred upon them by their command
of the sea permitted them to menace any point along the German-
occupied Atlantic coast The success or failure of their amphibious
operation, if made in strength, was certain to shape the future of the
war. Should it fail, the Germans might then be able to concentrate
nearly all their forces against the U.S.S.R. Should it succeed, then
. between the Soviet and the English-speaking powers the German
position would be desperate.
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